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Memorial Day Weekend Highlights and reminders: 
 Check the weather before heading out, a spring and wintery mix is in the forecast with 

rain for lower elevations and possibly more than 12" of new snow for the higher 
elevations. Reports of snow in Newberry Crater and Elk Lake areas this morning. 2" 
new at Dutchman.  

 Expect high use on some area winter and summer trails. Dutchman Sno-Park will be 
over capacity all weekend. Snowmobilers take note, Hwy 46 across Dutchman Flat 
(Trail 5) will be partially plowed out and likely impassible to snowmobiles. The old trail 
5 access to Dutchman Flat has been reopened and the motorized closure boundary 
expanded slightly. Follow the signing!  

 Hwy 46 WILL NOT BE OPEN between Elk Lake and Dutchman Flat. See further details 
in full report!  

 Other road closures and openings, see report.  
 Have a safe holiday weekend and always go prepared for the conditions! 

 
General Spring Access: 
 
Fair progress on the spring melt this past week with the snow line creeping up gradually.  
Higher elevations are still well encased in snow on either side of the Crest.  Locations 
either side of the Cascade Crest will remain gripped in snow for some time yet, possibly 
into August for some locations.  “Patience” continues to be our mantra for the next 
several weeks for Wilderness trail access!  
  
Winter trail conditions are definitely “spring like”, expect firm to crusty in the mornings 
and softening in the afternoon.  General eastside snowline is on the rise and presently 
ranges from 4,700’ in the Santiam/Willamette Pass areas, 5,400-5,500’ just south and west 
of Bend and 5,800’ east of Hwy 97.  But again, the closer to the Crest you are the deeper 
the snow will be, even at these mid-elevations.  Example, Elk Lake at 4,900” has approx. 3-
4’ of snow and the Lake is still frozen.  Broken Top trailhead is under 12+ ft. of snow and 
Todd Lake with 6-7’.     
 
In addition, snow depths and snow line will vary with north and south aspects.  Shaded 
sections of roads may be snow covered blocking access along otherwise snow free roads.  
Reports of people getting stuck in these patchy sections, requiring search and rescue and 
tow trucks have come in.  Avoid attempting to cross these dense patches of snow covered 
roads. 
 



Snow access and winter trail conditions are good out of Dutchman Sno-Park with 7-8’ of 
snow on Dutchman Flat.  All other snow parks are lacking snow for winter access.  Very 
limited snow access is available 2 miles above Three Creek Sno-Park on Road 16.  The 16 
road gate has been opened but beware, very limited turnaround is present above the gate 
and NOT RECOMMENDED FOR LONGER VEHICLES WITH TRAILERS. 
 
With good snow conditions out of Dutchman Sno-Park and the traditional last of the winter 
season snow enthusiasts expected to pack the area, heads up that there will be more than 
overflow crowds at the snow park.  Parking in the snow park is expected to be full thru the 
weekend with the winter camping and vehicle length limits lifted for the summer season.  
Skiers and snowshoers may choose to park at the Mt. Bachelor Nordic center parking area 
and cross to the Dutchman Trail system via the Common Corridor.  Be aware that the hwy 
crossing will likely be partially plowed out, requiring removal of skis or snowshoes to 
cross the short roughened section of trail. 
 
Motorized/non motorized boundary lines on Dutchman Flat have been moved slightly to 
allow snowmobile access to the flat via the old section of Trail 5.  This is because the Hwy 
46 section of Trail 5 is scheduled to be partially plowed and not useable by any winter trail 
users.  Please following the changed boundary signing and watch out for other users. 
 
Access and use on the snow free summer trails is on the increase so heads up and be 
ready to share the trail and watch out for each other.  Summer trail access is limited due to  
a lower than average snowline.  Increasing reports are coming in of moderate to heavy 
blow down on roads and trails emerging from snow and winter hibernation; especially 
areas hard hit by wildfire and beetle kill.  Volunteers and trail crew have been out clearing 
some of the presently snow free trails and trail maintenance will increase as the snowline 
rises, but do expect to find some trails with moderate downed trees and some even 
difficult to impossible to get thru on. 
 

Forest Road Access: 
 

 Hwy 46 is closed (gated) from Dutchman Flat south to Lava Lake 
cutoff with a scheduled opening from Lava to Elk Lake for May 27.  
Due to deeper than normal snow pack and equipment failure, the complete 
opening of Hwy 46 (Elk Lk to Dutchman section remains closed) has been delayed 
until further notice. Snowmobile travel is not recommended and will not be ride 
able due to plowing operations after May 25.  Again, the Elk Lake to Dutchman Flat 
section of Hwy 46 opening has been delayed until further notice.  With 3-4’ of snow 
in Elk Lk area and the Lake still ice covered, only Elk Lake Resort will have plowed 
access with limited parking and turnaround; no Elk/Hosmer campgrounds will be 
open this weekend.  Go to: hoodoo.com for campground openings/access. 

 
 Road 21 into Newberry Crater will open to East Lake Resort for Memorial Day         

weekend.  Paulina Lake Lodge is also open.  Limited parking.  For camping access 
in the Crater, contact Hoodoo at hoodoo.com.  Snow depth in the Crater ranges 
from 2-4 ft. 

 
 Road to Tumalo Falls is opened for the season.  Snow blocks trails above 

the falls. 
 

 Hwy 242, Mckenzie Pass, is closed (blocked by snow) between the East and 
West snow gates.  The Hwy remains closed.  Full highway opening will likely be 
later than normal due to deep snow.  Contact ODOT for more information on 
opening.  



 
 16 Road gate at Upper Three Creek Sno-Park is now open to the 

snow line 1.8 mi. beyond the gate.  Beware of a very limited turnaround at the snow 
line.  Snowmobilers, reminder that all closures and winter use regulations are still 
in effect.  Do not ride over vegetation or disturb exposed soil.   

 
 On Crescent Ranger District, roads to Summit Lake and Windigo Pass are 

blocked by up to 6’ of snow. 
 
Bend/Fort Rock Ranger District summer trails/access: 
 

 Phils TH area trails are reported in great shape for the most part.  General snow 
line is 5,000’.  COTA volunteers have been busy with spring maintenance and the 
evidence is on the ground. 

    
 Tumalo Falls trailhead parking area is now open for the season. Heads up for 

trail users that snow yet blocks the Bridge Creek and North Fork Trails within 1/4-
1/2 mile of the trailhead.  Trail to the upper overlook of the falls is snow free.  
Bridge Creek Trail is hiking only and closed to bikes, stock animals and dogs, as it 
passes thru the Bend Municipal Watershed.  North Fork is open to hikers, dogs 
and bikers.  Reminder for bikers that biking is permitted in the uphill direction only 
on North Fork, therefore with the trail blocked by snow, bikers will need to 
park/lock their bikes at the trailhead if they wish to go to the upper overlook or 
continue further up into the "snow zone".  We will keep you posted on when the 
North Fork is snow free and bike able to the Happy Valley/Metolius-Windigo Trail 
connection.   Early estimates are that North Fork may not be completely snow free 
until late June to early July.  Farewell Trail connecting to Mrazek and then to 
Shevlin Park may yet have moderate patches of snow in the shaded sections at the 
highest elevations. 

 
 Deschutes River Trails are in good condition from Entrada to Sunriver.  

Access to Benham Falls East day use area via Lava Lands is now good but beware 
of possible Hwy 97 construction. 

 
 The seasonal DOG LEASH regulation along the Deschutes River Corridor is in 

effect May 15 thru Sept. 15.  During this time, due to high use and potential for user 
conflicts, dogs are required to be on leash when in the corridor between Meadow 
Picnic and Benham Falls East.  This includes all the River trails and recreation 
sites between these two locations.  Dogs are permitted off leash in the river. 

 
 Tumalo Creek 2 Trail just upstream of Shevlin Park is a “hiker only” and more 

challenging trail is snow free and in good condition.   
 

 Fall River Trail - Good snow free access and partially cleared of blow down. 
 

 Horse Butte to Swamp Wells area trails – Mostly good trail access, snow free to 
approx. 5,800', expect some blow down.   

 
 Wilderness Trails – See special wilderness trails section below. 
 



 Newberry Crater access is open to Paulina Lake and East Lake Resorts.  
2-4’ of snow is reported in the Crater floor area with all Crater trails blocked by 
snow.  
 

 Peter Skene Ogden Trailhead at Ogden Group Camp is snow free and 4 
miles of the PSO Trail is snow and blow down free.  Remainder of trail to be 
cleared in next week. 
 

 Lava Cast Forest Trailhead - Snow drifts reported in road just below 
trailhead with several vehicles becoming stuck in recent days. 

 
 Cultus Lake boat ramp/parking and campground has been plowed and 

accessible.  Cultus Lake surrounding trails remain under 1+’ of snow.   
 

 Todd Lake Trailhead and area trails – blocked by 6-8’ of snow. 
 

For winter trail access – see detailed information at start of this report. 
 

  For snowmobilers, all Wilderness, Municipal Watershed, Todd Lake, 2004 
Dutchman/Tumalo Mt. nonmotorized area and the Mt. Bachelor Resort Permit Area 
are closed to motorized use, year round.  Please respect these closures, violators 
are subject to citation and possible vehicle seizure. 

 
Sisters Ranger District: 
 

 Black Butte Trail to 6,100’ or ¼ mile from the summit is snow and blow down 
free.  Trailhead is accessible.   

 
 Metolius River Trail conditions are reported to be good.  Hiker only trails.  

 
 Suttle Lake Trail is snow free and in good condition.  A shoreline/trail 

stabilization project to repair shoreline erosion has begun.  If you should be on the 
trail over the next few months, use extra care and watch for shoreline erosion that 
is causing holes in the trails tread in several locations.  Watch for possible 
continuing rock work on a trail section just west of Blue Bay to South Shore 
Campground.  Also watch for other ongoing restoration work and rock materials 
that have been moved onto the trail.  Please, do not move or play on any of this 
rock as it may move unexpectedly.   
 

 Lake Creek Trail is snow free and cleared of blow down and open to 
biker/hiker use along its entire length from Suttle Lake Resort to Camp Sherman.  
This trail is mostly located on closed roads and makes for mostly easy, family 
friendly biking and hiking.  Watch your head when going under the Hwy 20 bridge 
and with its limited clearance.  Approximately 2 miles of the mid section are open 
to horse traffic with access from the Metolius Windigo Trail. 

 
 Peterson Ridge Trails are in good condition.  Thank you to the volunteers 

involved in these maintenance projects. 
 

 Metolius/Windigo Trail is reported with moderate to heavy blow down on sections.  
Trail clearing in progress on snow free sections. 



 
 Wilderness Trails – See special wilderness trails section below. 

 
 Horse trails out of Sheep Springs Horse Camp - Some maintenance has begun but 

reports are of heavy blow down. 
 

 Head of Jack Creek Trail – Cleared of heavy blow down from the trailhead to the 
head.  The user trail from the campground to the main trail has not been cleared.  
The foot bridge at the head of the Jack Creek is beyond repair at this point and is 
closed.  Do not use the bridge as the decking is in poor condition. 

 
 

For winter trail access – see detailed information at start of this report. 
 

For snowmobilers, all Wilderness, Municipal Watershed, Todd Lake, 2004 
Dutchman/Tumalo Mt. nonmotorized area and the Mt. Bachelor Resort Permit Area are 
closed to motorized use, year round.  Please respect these closures, violators are subject 
to citation and possible vehicle seizure. 
 
 
Crescent Ranger District: 
 

 Lowest elevation trails and trailheads are just freeing up of snow. 
 

 Wilderness Trails – See special wilderness trails section below. 
 

 Winter trail access poor to unavailable at lower elevations and access to Crescent 
Lake Sno-Park with bare ground. 

 
Special Deschutes National Forest Wilderness Trails Section 
Report 
 
 
A few lowest elevation Wilderness trailheads are now snow free.  Expect to find general 
snow line between 4,700’ and 5,000’.  One or two lowest elevation Diamond Peak 
Trailheads are just about snow free. Pole Creek Trailhead in Three Sisters Wilderness is 
now accessible by vehicle but expect snow just up the trail.  Round Lake, Bear Valley and 
Jefferson Lake Trailheads along the eastern boundary of the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness are 
accessible and mostly snow free.    
 
Volunteers cleared approx. 30 trees off roads accessing these trailheads.  Early 
indications are there are high levels of blow down on many of these trails, especially those 
in fire and beetle kill areas.  A down tree survey by a volunteer on the Rockpile Lake trail 
today reports 134 trees down on the first 2 miles of trail, before hitting snowline at 5,000’.  
Jack Lake Trailhead is blocked by snow approx. 1/2 mile from trailhead at 5,100’.  Trail 
crews (volunteers and FS) will be clearing as trails become snow free, but heads up, this 
will likely be a late season start to access with late snow melt off and heavy blow down.  
Early reports also in of many small and medium stream crossings on snow free trails.   
 
Also reported, dead trees falling in light to moderate winds while volunteers were clearing 
a wilderness trail in the heart of beetle and fire killed forest area.  During the melt out 
period, dead trees falling may be more prevalent as ground thaws and supporting snow 



melts off allowing trees that may be standing dead for 5 or more years with decayed root 
systems no support.   
 
This section of report to be updated as conditions change. 
 
Mt. Jefferson Wilderness: 
 
Jefferson Lake TH – Accessible, expect heavy brush and blow down on trail with snow line 
approx. 4,700-5,000’. 
 
Cabot Lake TH – Blocked by snow. 
 
Bear Valley TH – Accessible, 134 downed trees in first 2 miles before hitting snow line at 
5,000’. 
 
Jack Lake TH – blocked by snow approx. 1/2 mile from trailhead at 5,100’. 
 
Round Lake TH – Accessible, snow at 4,700’. 
 
PCT TH at Santiam Pass– Blocked by snow. 
 
Mt. Washington Wilderness: 
 
Dry Creek TH – Blocked by snow.  Dry Creek trail has not been maintained for years and 
has moderate to heavy blowdown. 
 
Three Sisters Wilderness: 
 
Devils and Green Lakes THs – Hwy 46 closed, 5-7’ of snow at trailheads. 
 
Broken Top TH – 12+ ft. of snow. 
 
Pole Creek TH – Trailhead accessible, expect snow/blow down just beyond. 
 
Scott Pass TH – Blocked by snow patches and blow down.  Heavy blow down reported on 
Scott Pass and Millican Crater Trails. 
 
Three Creek Lake area Trailheads – blocked by snow, 16 road gate open with road snow 
free for 1.8 miles.  Limited turnaround. 
 
Diamond Peak Wilderness: 
 
Diamond Peak Wilderness TH/trails are mostly blocked by snow/blowdown with lowest 
elevation trailheads just freeing up from snow. 
 

Go prepared for changeable weather conditions.  Winter to spring season conditions exist!  
Be sure to go prepared with plenty of warm clothing, water, and food as well as other emergency 
essentials.  Winter snows are melting, but slowly. For further Deschutes National Forest winter or 
summer trails information, please call:  

SPECIAL SAFETY NOTES: 

Deschutes National Forest Headquarters:  (541) 383-5300 

Bend/Fort Rock Ranger District:  (541) 383-4000 



Sisters Ranger District:  (541) 549-7700 

Crescent Ranger District:  (541) 433-3200 

This report updated weekly or as time permits! 

 
Have a safe and enjoyable weekend! 


